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To lead us into classroom capturing, we 

look at three of the best classroom and 

lecture captures in the world:  Michael 

²ŜǎŎƘΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ-winning A Vision of 

Students Today, wŀƴŘȅ tŀǳǎŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 

Last Lecture:  Achieving Your Childhood 

Dreams, ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƻƴ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴ-

dripping Organization of Body lecture.  If 

you have not already seen these 

incredible videos, I encourage you to take a look. 

I Capture the Classroom is a nod to the novel turned film, I Capture the Castle.  

We want to capture in the sense of recording the class or classrom-related 

content, obviously, but we also want to capture the attention of students through 

high quality, engaging video content.  

To get a sense of how valued lecture 

capturing is, LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ you to estimate the 

percentage of your students who would 

want courses with lecture capturing, 

assuming students had some idea of what 

lecture capture was.  How popular do you 

think it would be?   

mailto:smythe@apsu.edu
http://www.apsu.edu/smythe
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9WtBRNydso


Similarly, what percentage of students 

would still want lecture capture if it 

were not free ς would want it enough 

to pay extra for the access?   

Is this what you think is true for most 

universities? 

The University of Wisconsin (UW) ς 

Madison has, for several years now, 

been capturing lectures.  At any point after a given lecture, students in the face-

to-face class have access to the recorded 

lecture online.  UW ς Madison and Sonic 

Foundry conducted a study on student 

attitudes toward lecture capture using 

students from the UW ς Madison campus, 

most of whom have some experience with 

lecture capture.  The study found that an 

overwhelming majority of students, 82%, 

prefer taking courses with lecture capture 

to courses without, so much so that 60% of students are willing to pay extra for 

that privilege.   

We might be tempted to think these 

numbers are unique to UW ς Madison, 

and certainly every school is unique, but 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 

results.  Coppin State University saw a 

73% increase in overall course 

satisfaction for courses using lecture 

capture, and 91% of the University of 

Maryland Dental School students say 

lecture capturing makes it easier to learn (The NLU/OIT Online Learning Series).  

http://www.uwebi.org/news/uw-online-learning.pdf
http://www.uwebi.org/news/uw-online-learning.pdf
http://www.slideshare.net/micdpowers/lecture-capture-6853660


So why would face-to-face students be 

clamoring for access to video content 

when they have the real deal:  direct 

contact with the instructor?  What does 

video have that the live instructor does 

not?   

Three advantages of video that cannot 

be found in the classroom include:   

1.  Students can access the content any time of the day or night.  If they happen 

ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΦ   

2.  When watching videos, students can pause to catch up, ǊŜǿƛƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

get something, and fast forward over parts they already know. 

3. Students can watch these videos over and over again.  My best students watch 

the hardest content repeatedly until it becomes familiar, until they understand. 

These are benefits for face-to-face 

students, but what about online?  How do 

they benefit? 

To maximize any learning experience, I 

would argue that we need all four of Neil 

CƭŜƳƛƴƎǎΩ ±!wY learning preferences:  

visual, auditory, read/write, and 

kinesthetic.  Online courses are often 

heavy in read/write and light in visual and 

auditory experiences.  Video content relieves some of the read/write burden and 

balances reading and writing with visual and auditory learning. 

Students can often learn better and more permanently by taking full advantage of 

ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƻƴȅ .ǳȊŀƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ 

that our visual senses are powerful, under-utilized learning resources.  And there 

are several convincing cases where auditory learning produces phenomenal 

results. 



One of my best friends knows the first 100 digits of pi by heart!  How does he do 

it?  He sings.  When he recites the digits, he does so with a cadence and rhythm so 

melodic that he easily remembers the rhythm and with it the numbers.  The same 

principle allows us to memorize the 700-word American Pie lyrics though we 

cannot remember the 52-word preamble to the Constitution.  If only our founding 

forefathers had had the foresight to 

give us rhyme and rhythm. 

Tom Lehrer had that foresight when he 

helped hundreds memorize all known 

chemical elements to date in his song, 

The Elements.  Recently, Harry Potter 

actor Daniel Radcliffe sang these 

elements, unscripted, on British 

ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ Graham Norton Show.  

Who knew Harry Potter could be 

smarter than Hermione? 

Because of the need for video in online 

learning, we deliberately incorporated a 

large video library when we redesigned 

our online statistics course last summer.  

We chose a text pre-packaged with 

hundreds of example videos, and then we 

developed fifty additional short videos to 

orient students, to demonstrate course 

technologies, and to introduce ideas and 

concepts.   

9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ formal data, I can see the difference these videos 

are making in our online classes.  Students right from the beginning are more 

engaged.  More students are seeing the course through to the end.  And, for the 

first time I can remember, online students have been consistently outscoring 

face-to-face students on identical midterm and final exams.   

http://youtu.be/zGM-wSKFBpo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSAaiYKF0cs


Are videos better for learning than the live, face-to-face interaction? No, surely 

not, but this may mean that videos are leveling the playing field for my online 

students, who are on average more mathematically inclined than face-to-face 

students. 

One of the biggest ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 

from these videos is how students are 

responding to the content now.  We 

require students to critique each set of 

videos, which ensures they are watching 

and helps us know where to improve.  

Here is what students are saying:  

 

         

          

               



There ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƴȅ 

happiness after reading that last 

comment, but there is nothing 

inherently special about our videos that 

cannot be easily repeated.  To see what 

someone who is special can do with 

video, we should look at Salmon Khan ς 

a hedge fund analyst who created math 

videos for his little cousins and shared 

them on YouTube.  He now has over 2200 videos and is the most watched 

educational channel on YouTube:  one man beating out MIT, Harvard, Yale, and 

every other educational institution on YouTube.   

Khan reads a handful of letters from the hundreds he receives daily by students 

passionate about his videos. After a summer of Khan Academy videos, one 

student went from being mathematically deficient to earning a perfect score on 

the placement exam.  To Khan, he writes, άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ you 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 

LΩǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ several advantages of 

lecture capturing and video, but now it is 

your turn.  I have not mentioned every 

advantage and not even touched on 

disadvantages.  I would like for you to 

record one advantage or one 

disadvantage ς or both ς of video and 

lecture capturing on your discussion 

handout now.  Once everyone in the 

group has something written down, 

discuss what you wrote in groups for a minute or two.  Debate the pros and cons. 

Share with the room your conclusions.  Are lecture capturing and video 

worthwhile?  What important pros and cons did I miss? 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTXKCzrFh3c


John Orlando, an educational technology 

leader and regular contributor to Faculty 

Focus, says you ǎƘƻǳƭŘ άǘƘƛƴƪ of videos as 

a way to bring the best learning resources 

to your studentsέ (Faculty Focus).  He 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻut videos we create 

ourselves, but rather videos recording 

wisdom from world-renowned authorities 

in nearly every field.  We can showcase 

these global experts as guest lecturers in our classrooms, at our beck and call.  We 

should open our doors and invite them in. 

John Orlando also said that, as faculty in todayΩǎ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎΣ 

we should think of ourselves more as 

aggregators of educational content than 

as producers.  I really like that idea, but I 

prefer they synonym curator.  My mom 

curates primitive, early American 

antiques, so I am happy to think of myself 

as a curator, as wellΦ  LΩƳ not a curator of 

art or antiques, though, but a curator of 

knowledge!  I can gather collections of the 

best videos and learning modules in the world and arrange this content into one 

whole and beautiful story.  

Even though I love the idea of being a 

curator, we should not limit ourselves to 

only curating:  we should do both.   

Why reinvent the wheel when we can 

easily find the perfect content that 

matches our course?  Collecting seems 

natural.  But when content cannot be 

easily found or does not exist, that is 

http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-with-technology-articles/effective-uses-of-video-in-the-classroom/

